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Minister of the Interior replied that it would be impossible,
unless the chemical industry largely supplemented such salaries
as the Government might be able to pay tho necessary staff.
"In private undertakings/' he said, "able toclmicologists and
chemists receive salaries which wo could never offer, I am at
a great disadvantage that, in spite of all efforts, I am unable
to secure for the Imperial service conspicuous ability, simply
because better remuneration is offered elsewhere,"
Now and then outsiders of exceptional ability accept Minis-
terial positions, but they sacrifice material interests in doing so,
and it is only because they are independent of salary considera-
tions that such men elect to change the responsible yet highly
paid duties of a commercial calling for the equally responsible,
far more thankless, and generally underpaid duties of an official
career. On tho other hand, a far larger number of men leave
the State service to take charge of large industrial companies, or
enter their directorates, on very remunerative tormB. The late
Dr. Bodiker, the head of the Central Insurance Board, joined
the firm of Siemens & Halske; ex-Ministers have in recent years
been attracted to the directorates of another Berlin electrical
company and of Krupp's at Essen; other high Government
officials have joined the Steel Syndicate and the Berlin
Tramway Company, and tho directorates of tho two largo
shipping companies contain men who have or had important
connections with tho Prussian Government and oven witljp
the Crown.
To the average Englishman the chief significance of tho
aggressive movement of Germanism in modern times lies
in the successful claim which the German industrialist
and merchant have asserted to a large share of the world's
trade. Yet those who look deeper will discover other and
more momentous signs of the new spirit. One of these is
the growth of what can best be described as a cult of force.
Here the effect of the three successful wars which Prussia
waged early in the second half of last century may clearly
be traced. It is naturally in the political domain that the
tendency to worship force is specially seen* Tho course of
German politics, both domestic and foreign, during the past
generation has largely been determined by this spirit, which
found its completest personification in Prince Bismarck*